Evaluating an Internet Website for Research Rubric        Name: 




Directions: Use this rubric to determine if an internet site is suitable for citation in a research paper.  Note: Even if it doesn’t meet the standards, you may still choose to use the site for ideas, which can point you to other, more reputable, sites. 
Source Information
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	Use the URL to determine if the resource is provided by a reputable organization
SCORE: 


	The page is hosted by an individual. (The home page is a personal page hosted by an internet service provider like AOL, Yahoo, etc.) / Wikipedia
	The domain is .com  or .org, but there are a lot of pop ups and/or items for sale.
	The domain is .com, .info, .net, or .org and is posted by a well-known, reputable organization or company. 
	The domain is .gov (the US government or a government agency) or .edu if the university or faculty (not students) maintain the site.

	Are sources of information cited? Are photos clearly labeled and sources cited?
SCORE: 


	No sources or works cited are disclosed.
	There is a general statement about the source of information, but specific works are not listed.
	There is a works cited list and/or a bibliography for further information.
	There is a works cited list and/or a bibliography for further information. Photos are labeled and cited.

	What is the purpose of the site? Do the contents of the site reflect mostly fact or opinion? 
SCORE: 


	The purpose is personal.
	The site may present factual information or useful pictures, but the purpose is to sell something, persuade, or give a point of view.
	The purpose is to offer factual information. Some opinion may be included.
	The purpose is to support scholarly research with factual information.

	Is the author an expert in the field? Are the author’s credentials and affiliation disclosed?
SCORE: 


	The author is likely a student. Spelling and other errors indicate the author is not an expert.
	The author is unnamed and/or no credentials are given.
	The author is named but credentials and/or contact information is incomplete.
	The author’s credentials are given and suggest the author is an expert in the field. The author provides an email address and/or contact information.

	How current is the site? Is the site maintained?
SCORE: 


	There is no indication of when the site was created or maintained.
	The site was created over 3 years ago and there is no date of revision or update.
	The site has been created or updated within the last 3 years.
	The site has been created or maintained within the last 6 months. If there is a bibliography, some sources referenced are current.

	TOTAL  SCORE:  Write Above

	
	
	
	

	SUITABILITY
	0 to 5 points
This in a highly questionable source. DO NOT CITE or USE.
	6 – 8 points
The site may be useful for background or ideas. DO NOT CITE as a reference.
	9 – 12 points
The site is a SUITABLE SOURCE for a research project.
	13 – 15 points
The site is an EXCELLENT SOURCE for research.


