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Course Description:
This class covers important works of American literature, functioning as a chronological study of historical events, cultural trends, and literary works. This body of information begins with the mythology of Native Americans along with the ideas of our founding fathers, and it continues through to modern novels, poetry, and drama. Additionally, this course will examine how contemporary writers both align with and diverge from these earlier literary works.

The authors covered in this course reflect the ethnic and intellectual diversity present through American History. Honors classes further develop their higher order thinking skills. 

Thus, students will be presented with material that is representative of the great works of American Literature through the study of:  Mythology, Drama, Non-fiction, Fiction, Short stories, Poetry, etc.  Students will be introduced to different schools of intellectual, political and philosophical thought as these ideas present themselves in the selected readings.  
Additionally, students will receive continuing instruction concerning their writing and compositional skills. They will have many opportunities throughout the year to work on a wide variety of writing exercises, ranging from formal essay work to creative writing to research writing.

By the end of the year, students will have added onto a solid foundation of basic skills. They will have ventured into new fields of intellectual thought, and will be prepared to transition to further challenging curriculum.
Goals and Objectives:

Students will be able to:
· Think critically.  
· Be prepared to argue and to defend arguments.

· Present ideas (written and oral) in correct, coherent language.

· Examine cultural, historical and philosophical materials and evaluate their relationship to the literature presented.

· Draw connections between literary pieces, genres and time periods.
Expectations:
· Be prepared for class.  Bring all your necessary materials (i.e., pen/pencil, paper, notebook, books, homework…) with you every day.  
· Be responsible.  You are responsible for your own education and for turning in work on time.  I will not hunt you down for missing assignments.
· Be here and on time.  This class follows the Lane Tech guidelines for attendance and punctuality.  and punctuality will affect your grade. *I reserve the right to lower grades for excessive absences.*
· Show integrity.  Take pride in your work and all that you do.  Any student found to be cheating or plagiarizing any assignment will, at minimum, receive a zero for that assignment.

· Participate. Your participation does have the potential to raise or lower your grade at the end of each quarter.  Your participation grade is made up of straight forward participation, attendance, and extra credit (if offered).  
· Keep electronic devices put away.
Required Materials:
Each class session it is the student’s responsibility to bring:
· Paper or a Notebook
· Writing utensil

· Any books, short stories, worksheets, homework assignments, handouts etc., that are to be used that day

· Additional novels and supplemental readings that students may be required to find on their own
Homework:  

· Turn in all homework/paper/assignments on time.  You are expected to know when assignments are due.  Late assignments will be handled in the following manner:

· Excused absence: Turn assignments in on the day you return to school.

· Unexcused absence: Assignments will not be accepted if students miss class without permission (e.g. due to cutting).

· Late work: Homework and other smaller assignments will be accepted at half credit. Larger assignments (i.e. essays, projects, etc.) will be lowered one letter grade for each day they are late, unless you have spoken with me beforehand and we have come to an agreement. 

· If more than three days pass, regular homework assignments will not be accepted.  

· Larger assignments will be accepted at my discretion. 

Essays Guidelines:
The Basics: 

· Final drafts of all major essays must be typed, 1 in. margins, 12 pt. font, and include a bibliography, and be turned in on Turnitin.com
· Final drafts of shorter assignments may be hand written
· Rough drafts may always be hand written










Grading Scale:
Grades will be determined by the following modes of assessment:

90 – 100 = A
· Homework







80 – 89 = B
· In-class assignments (including group work)



70 – 79 = C
· Quizzes and Tests (announced and unannounced)


60 – 69 = D
· Writing assignments and essays





59 and lower = F
· Projects and Presentations
· Participation



**Tentative grading scale subject to change according to CPS policy.
